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THE SOLUTION

THE THREAT

Defenders is a plaintiff in a lawsuit that has so far stalled the
project. A U.S. District Court ruling in February found that the
Navy’s Environmental Impact Statement was flawed and filled
with inaccurate assessments on how the landing field would affect
surrounding wetlands. The court also stated that, despite the
Navy’s utterances to the contrary,
both national security and environmental responsibility could be
achieved from an alternate site.
The Navy had sought a stay after
the injunction was ordered but was
denied by the 4th Circuit Court
in May. The Navy is currently
appealing the ruling and the fate
of the landing field and Pocosin
Lakes refuge is far from certain.
Defenders will continue to exhaust
all legal action to block the site. In
addition, the Bush administration
and members of Congress should
ensure that the Navy pursues alternative sites for the landing field—
far enough away from the refuge
to keep its wildlife protected.

Although it’s an integral part of the Atlantic flyway, the
refuge will soon see another sort of flight pattern should military
officials get their way. The U.S. Navy is proposing the construction of a fighter jet landing field—a training runway positioned
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