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March 4, 2009

The Honorable Ken Salazar
Secretary

Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar:

On behalf of millions of Americans across the country including over 100,000 residents of the
northern Rockies and northwestern states, we appreciate the opportunity to work with you to
address key environmental issues facing our nation. We are writing to you concerning the Bush
administration’s last-ditch attempt to promulgate a new rule delisting portions of the Northern
Rocky Mountain distinct population segment (“DPS”) of the gray wolf from the list of federal
endangered species. At the direction of President Obama’s Chief of Staff, Rahm Emanuel, the
Northern Rockies wolf delisting rule was withdrawn from publication on January 20, 2009. For the
reasons outlined below, we urge you to abandon the Bush rule and instead develop a wolf recovery
plan to support delisting that is based on the best available science.

The reintroduction of the wolf into the Northern Rocky Mountains has been extremely successful.
Due to tremendous public effort, wolves have rebounded from total elimination from the Rocky
Mountain region and are once again fulfilling their ecological role. This remarkable recovery story
would be threatened, however, by adopting the Bush administration’s Northern Rockies wolf
delisting rule.

As you know, the Bush administration’s first delisting rule was overturned in court. 1ts most recent
rule fails to address the problems identified in the federal court ruling. Moreover, contrary to the
requirements of the Endangered Species Act, as well as long established Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) policies governing the listing and delisting of species by DPS(s), the most recent delisting rule
excludes Wyoming and splits the proposed northern Rocky Mountain DPS. Most fundamentally,
the current population target of 300 wolves for the entire Northern Rockies region from the now
decades old recovery plan is not based on the best available science. Many scientists believe the
target falls below the minimum numbers needed to sustain a viable regional wolf metapopulation,
and is far too low to ensure long term recovery for wolves in this region.

If wolves were to be delisted under the Bush rule, states in the northern Rockies would be allowed
to eradicate all but 300-450 wolves from the current population of about 1,500 individuals. Based on
existing state laws and experience to date, we believe the states would be likely to take full advantage
of this opportunity to suppress wolves. Wyoming’s current wolf law classifies wolves as predators in
nearly 90 percent of the state, a classification which a federal judge found to be illegal last summer.



The official state policy of 1daho, as approved by its legislature in 2002 and referenced in the state’s
current wolf management plan, is the removal of all wolves within its borders “by any means
necessary.” And under Montana’s wolf management plan, the state has been overly aggressive in
reducing wolf numbers, to the point of raising concern about genetic exchange within the northern
Rockies population and with the Canadian wolf population, one of the long standing essential
ingredients for recovery. While we are working to recover wolves so that they will ultimately be
delisted in the region, federal Endangered Species Act protection for wolves should only be
removed when wolves have achieved full recovery and when adequate state management laws and
plans to ensure a viable regional wolf metapopulation are in place.

Since their re-introduction, wolves have proven to be important to the ecology and economy of the
Northern Rockies. They have helped restore the natural balance to areas they are reoccupying by
culling weak and diseased elk, deer, and other prey, and dispersing elk away from sensitive wetlands
and meadows they were overbrowsing. EIk populations remain high, often at numbers greater than
state management objectives, and are more than sufficient to meet hunter demand. Ranchers are
successfully learning to reduce limited but inevitable wolf predation on livestock to manageable
levels, and are compensated for wolf-related losses that occur by reimbursement programs
established by Defenders of Wildlife or the states. Wolf-related tourism in the Yellowstone region
has generated more than $35 million annually for local communities in recent years. Most of the
conflict over wolves is based on emotion, not facts, science or economics. For example, wolves
account for less than one percent of livestock losses in the region; as already noted, there are
programs in place that aid livestock owners with compensation for losses and methods to help them
reduce losses proactively through effective deterrents.

We strongly urge you not to move forward with the Bush administration’s failed delisting rule.
Instead, we urge you to ensure wolf recovery by developing a wolf recovery plan that uses the best
available science and fully engages the public. We believe there should be a vigorous public
involvement process including a regional stakeholder component; we would be happy to discuss our
ideas for such a public process with you at your convenience.

We are committed to working with you to help reinforce Department of the Interior’s renewed
commitment under your leadership to science, transparency, and ethical decision-making. While
challenging, following the right path to ensure the recovery of the northern Rockies gray wolf is an
important opportunity to demonstrate a conservation success that all Americans can be proud of.
We look forward to working with you and other stakeholders to develop and support a scientifically
and legally defensible wolf recovery and delisting plan that ensures the long-term health of the
northern Rockies gray wolf.
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