








BA CollaboratorsBA Collaborators

DriftlessDriftless Area InitiativeArea Initiative
The Prairie EnthusiastsThe Prairie Enthusiasts
Trout UnlimitedTrout Unlimited
TNCTNC
TCFTCF
Natural Resources Foundation of Natural Resources Foundation of 
WisconsinWisconsin



The mission of the of the 
Blufflands Alliance is to actively 

conserve natural, scenic, cultural, 
and agricultural land and water 

resources in the blufflands region 
of the Mississippi River in Illinois, 
Iowa, Minnesota and Wisconsin.



BA AccomplishmentsBA Accomplishments
Brought together over a 130 years of collective Brought together over a 130 years of collective 
conservation experience conservation experience 
We’ve worked together as an alliance for 13 We’ve worked together as an alliance for 13 
years so faryears so far
Protected 25,000 acres on 200 sites valued at Protected 25,000 acres on 200 sites valued at 
over 40 million dollarsover 40 million dollars
Leveraged an additional 30 million dollars in Leveraged an additional 30 million dollars in 
state, federal and local funds for conservationstate, federal and local funds for conservation



Strategic  Conservation
1. Blufflands
2. TNC Ecoregional Plan
3. State Wildlife Action Plan
4. Gatherwaters Facilitate Process
5. Other state plans:  Land Legacy Report
6. Individual Land Trust Priorities









West WisconsinWest Wisconsin
Land TrustLand Trust

A Regional Land Trust
Since 1988
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Pine Creek Pine Creek -- Pierce CountyPierce County



Using the Whole Tool BoxUsing the Whole Tool Box

Donated CE started watershed protectionDonated CE started watershed protection
Planning and evaluation of the watershedPlanning and evaluation of the watershed
Acquisition of key parcels using:Acquisition of key parcels using:

Knowles Nelson Stewardship FundKnowles Nelson Stewardship Fund 500k500k
DNR River Protection GrantDNR River Protection Grant 50k50k
NAWCANAWCA 250k250k
Private FoundationPrivate Foundation 100k100k



Using the Whole Tool Box Using the Whole Tool Box 
(continued)(continued)

Goal: Complete watershed (restoration)Goal: Complete watershed (restoration)
PSGP PSGP -- USFWS:  restoration of oak savanna  60kUSFWS:  restoration of oak savanna  60k
TU TU -- Embrace a Stream:  stream restoration   10kEmbrace a Stream:  stream restoration   10k
Wild Turkey FederationWild Turkey Federation 5k5k
Pheasants Forever (in kind) prairie planting   5kPheasants Forever (in kind) prairie planting   5k
The Prairie Enthusiasts  prairie planting          5kThe Prairie Enthusiasts  prairie planting          5k
NAWCA:  Stream restoration flood NAWCA:  Stream restoration flood 
prevention/wetland habitatprevention/wetland habitat 130k130k
USFWS:  Private lands funds for restoration  5kUSFWS:  Private lands funds for restoration  5k

Education:  Stream monitoring by volunteersEducation:  Stream monitoring by volunteers
Education funding Education funding 0k0k



QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.



QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.



Agricultural Land



Farmland PreservationFarmland Preservation

Targeted Area due to SprawlTargeted Area due to Sprawl
Cooperate with Agencies/OrganizationsCooperate with Agencies/Organizations
Farmer must donate some valueFarmer must donate some value
Leverage USDALeverage USDA-- FRPP fundsFRPP funds
Leverage Private FundsLeverage Private Funds







Maiden Rock Bluff Maiden Rock Bluff 
SNASNA

Oak Savanna RestorationOak Savanna Restoration
Barb Wire FenceBarb Wire Fence
Trail improvements continuedTrail improvements continued
Nature Run/Walk Event with Nature Run/Walk Event with 
Apple OrchardApple Orchard
Kiosk Finished early ‘06Kiosk Finished early ‘06













Iowa Natural Heritage Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation Project ExampleFoundation Project Example





Heritage Addition to Effigy Heritage Addition to Effigy 
Mounds National MonumentMounds National Monument

1045 Acres1045 Acres
Connects Effigy Mounds National Connects Effigy Mounds National 
Monument to Yellow River State ForestMonument to Yellow River State Forest
Identified as a priority conservation area Identified as a priority conservation area 
by the State since the early 1960’sby the State since the early 1960’s
Project cost:  $1.5 million Project cost:  $1.5 million 



Project SummaryProject Summary
After several years of negotiations, INHF purchased the After several years of negotiations, INHF purchased the 
Heritage Addition in 2000 and transferred it to the Heritage Addition in 2000 and transferred it to the 
National Park Service in 2001National Park Service in 2001
Funding sources included:Funding sources included:

Private Fundraising by INHF Private Fundraising by INHF 
State Grants (State Historic Society, Iowa Transportation State Grants (State Historic Society, Iowa Transportation 
Enhancement funds)Enhancement funds)
Federal authorization and appropriation to the National Park Federal authorization and appropriation to the National Park 
Service (Testimony before congress was needed to accomplish Service (Testimony before congress was needed to accomplish 
this)this)



Heritage Addition Heritage Addition -- Site Site 
ResourcesResources

2.5 miles of the Yellow River2.5 miles of the Yellow River
When combined with the existing Effigy Mounds and When combined with the existing Effigy Mounds and 
Yellow River State Forest sites it creates a 4000 acre Yellow River State Forest sites it creates a 4000 acre 
complex containing 7.8 miles of the Yellow Rivercomplex containing 7.8 miles of the Yellow River
Archeological sites including linear mounds and bear Archeological sites including linear mounds and bear 
effigieseffigies
Located along the Great River Road National Scenic Located along the Great River Road National Scenic 
BywayByway
Threatened or Endangered Species: Jeweled Shooting Threatened or Endangered Species: Jeweled Shooting 
Star (State threatened), Red Shoulder hawk nests (State Star (State threatened), Red Shoulder hawk nests (State 
endangered), Bald Eagle nest, Northern Harrier (State endangered), Bald Eagle nest, Northern Harrier (State 
threatened), threatened), PileatedPileated Woodpecker (State threatened)Woodpecker (State threatened)



Miller Bluff Miller Bluff –– La Crosse La Crosse 
BlufflandsBlufflands



La Crosse La Crosse BlufflandBluffland
Protection ProgramProtection Program

Mississippi Valley Conservancy Mississippi Valley Conservancy 
has a unique partnership with has a unique partnership with 
the City of La Crosse, whereby the City of La Crosse, whereby 
the city budgets $250,000/year the city budgets $250,000/year 
to MVC.  MVC then buys to MVC.  MVC then buys 
blufflandbluffland properties in a 3,000properties in a 3,000--
acre project area.  The land acre project area.  The land 
gets conveyed to the city, and gets conveyed to the city, and 
MVC retains a conservation MVC retains a conservation 
easement.  The city’s money is easement.  The city’s money is 
leveraged by the Knowlesleveraged by the Knowles--
Nelson Stewardship Fund and Nelson Stewardship Fund and 
private grants.private grants.



West WisconsinWest Wisconsin
Land TrustLand Trust

www.WWLT.ORGwww.WWLT.ORG
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