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2035 Regional and Statewide 2035 Regional and Statewide 
Environmental PlanningEnvironmental Planning

Linking Conservation and Linking Conservation and 
Transportation PlanningTransportation Planning

August 15, 2006August 15, 2006
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Meeting SAFETEAMeeting SAFETEA--LU  Planning LU  Planning 
Requirements in ColoradoRequirements in Colorado

nn Environmental Consultation ApproachEnvironmental Consultation Approach

nn Environmental Mitigation ApproachEnvironmental Mitigation Approach

nn Your Input!Your Input!



33

SAFTEASAFTEA--LU Part 6001LU Part 6001

Metropolitan PlanningMetropolitan Planning
nn §§134(i)(2)(B)134(i)(2)(B)

nn §§134(i)(4)134(i)(4)

Statewide PlanningStatewide Planning
nn §§135(f)(4)135(f)(4)

nn §§135(f)(2)(D)135(f)(2)(D)
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Two SAFETEATwo SAFETEA--LU Pieces LU Pieces 

nn Consultation:  ComparisonConsultation:  Comparison of transportation of transportation 
plans to State and tribal conservation plans or plans to State and tribal conservation plans or 
maps, and comparison of transportation plans maps, and comparison of transportation plans 
to inventories of natural or historic resourcesto inventories of natural or historic resources

nn Mitigation:  Discussion Mitigation:  Discussion of potential of potential 
environmental mitigation activities and environmental mitigation activities and 
potential areas to carry out these activities potential areas to carry out these activities 
developed with resource agenciesdeveloped with resource agencies
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Demonstrating ComplianceDemonstrating Compliance

nn Problem: How to demonstrate that the Problem: How to demonstrate that the 
consultations required in consultations required in §§134(i)(4) and 134(i)(4) and 
§§135(f)(2)(D) actually took place135(f)(2)(D) actually took place

nn Solution: Develop corridor descriptions of Solution: Develop corridor descriptions of 
natural and historic resources present in the natural and historic resources present in the 
corridor, or potentially affecting activities corridor, or potentially affecting activities 
within that corridor (not the mitigation within that corridor (not the mitigation 
discussion)discussion)
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ApproachApproach
nn Ask Resource Agencies if we have correct data to Ask Resource Agencies if we have correct data to 

compare with Plan Corridors (TERC)compare with Plan Corridors (TERC)

nn Overlay Environmental Resources and Conservation Overlay Environmental Resources and Conservation 
Plans with Statewide Plan Corridors Plans with Statewide Plan Corridors 

nn Include environmental resource/conservation tab on Include environmental resource/conservation tab on 
corridor vision in 2035 Plans corridor vision in 2035 Plans 
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Resources Resources 

nn Archaeological resourcesArchaeological resources

nn Wildlife crossingsWildlife crossings

nn Green River BasinGreen River Basin

nn Black Footed FerretBlack Footed Ferret

nn Historic PropertiesHistoric Properties

nn Gold Medal Fishing Gold Medal Fishing 

Conservation PlansConservation Plans

nn Colorado River CompactColorado River Compact

EnvironmentEnvironment
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Mitigation ApproachMitigation Approach

nn Develop a single, statewide, mitigation Develop a single, statewide, mitigation 
discussion based on resource rather than discussion based on resource rather than 
transportation boundaries that is applicable to transportation boundaries that is applicable to 
all planning corridors and transportation all planning corridors and transportation 
improvements within the resource areaimprovements within the resource area

nn One mitigation strategy for a resource One mitigation strategy for a resource 
(regardless of how many corridors include that (regardless of how many corridors include that 
resource)resource)
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What are the Benefits to this What are the Benefits to this 
approach?approach?

nn Develop SAFETEADevelop SAFETEA--LU compliant PlanLU compliant Plan
nn Help public, policy and transportation Help public, policy and transportation 

community understand environmental community understand environmental 
resources in their area (early scoping)resources in their area (early scoping)

nn Select projects that may benefit resources, i.e., Select projects that may benefit resources, i.e., 
wildlife crossingswildlife crossings

nn Identify areas for proactive conservation Identify areas for proactive conservation 
programs, i.e., banking programs, i.e., banking 
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2035 Plan Schedule2035 Plan Schedule
nn Resource/Regulatory Agency CommentsResource/Regulatory Agency Comments

on Inventories/Conservation Plans on Inventories/Conservation Plans Oct, 2006Oct, 2006

nn Resource Inventory Comparison  Resource Inventory Comparison  Dec, 2006Dec, 2006

nn Draft Mitigation StrategiesDraft Mitigation Strategies Feb, 2007Feb, 2007

nn Final Mitigation StrategiesFinal Mitigation Strategies March, 2007March, 2007

nn Draft TPR/MPO PlansDraft TPR/MPO Plans Spring, 2007Spring, 2007

nn Final TPR/MPO PlansFinal TPR/MPO Plans OctOct--Dec, 2007Dec, 2007

nn Final Statewide PlanFinal Statewide Plan Early, 2008Early, 2008
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2035 Environmental 2035 Environmental 
Planning ContactsPlanning Contacts

nn Yates Yates OppermannOppermann:  303:  303--757757--94979497

nn Aaron Willis:Aaron Willis: 303303--757757--40194019

nn Kathy Kathy EngelsonEngelson:     303:     303--757757--97709770


