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Inside Defenders

Meet Defenders—the quarterly magazine of Defenders 
of Wildlife, one of the country’s leading conservation 

organizations, dedicated to results-oriented wildlife protection  
and restoration.

Providing an entertaining blend of education and inspiration, 
this award-winning advocacy publication explores the world of 
wildlife…from the plight of the polar bear in the Arctic to the 
reintroduction and playful antics of the black-footed ferret in 
Kansas. World-class photography, engaging features and investigative 
reports get readers up close and personal not only with wild animals 
and wild places, but also with the special people who are on the 
ground making a difference. And Defenders provides concrete ways 
for our readers to make a difference.

In sum, it’s the magazine for people who want credible, 
science-based information on imperiled wildlife—and what they 
can do to protect them.

Half a Million Strong

As a national, nonprofit membership organization, Defenders 
of Wildlife represents more than half a million conservation-

minded citizens who are passionate about wild animals and the 
natural world they inhabit. 

They’re also passionate about the magazine itself. In fact, 
Defenders’ reputation for providing truthful, educational and 
downright fascinating content creates a tight bond between the 
magazine and its readers. Through understanding, they can act. 
And through action, they can make a difference.
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Readership: 	 Approx. 500,000

Female-Skewing
Female	 76%
Male	 24%

Core Baby Boomers
Age 40+	 90%
Age 50+ 	 79%
Mean	 63

Affluent
$50,000+ HHI	 60%
$75,000+ HHI	 32%
$100,000 HHI	 17%
Own Home	 86%

Highly Educated
Attended College+	 82%
Graduated College+	 56%

Informed, Active, & Compassionate
Own Pets	 49%
Read books	 37%
Garden	 34%
Bird Watch	 20%
Camp/Hike	 19%
Involved in Conservation	 19%

Source: 2007 Edge Research Reader Survey

reader profile
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A Magazine with a Big Impact
Enter the pages of Defenders and you will explore a world 
seldom seen. Packed into every issue are compelling stories 
of the world’s most fascinating wildlife, coupled with 
inspirational reports of the people who dedicate their 
lives to endangered species survival. News of the latest 
political and legal battles puts our readers on the front 
lines, providing them with an in-depth look at wildlife 
conservation’s great challenges and victories. 

Award-winning Excellence
Defenders is the recipient of several awards recognizing 
editorial excellence:

• �Magnum Opus Award for 
best all-around nonprofit 
magazine, awarded by 
Publications Management 
magazine and the University 
of Missouri, 2007

• �Excel Award for general 
excellence, awarded by the 
Society for National Association 
Publications, 2005

• �Excel Award for most improved 
magazine, awarded by the 
Society for National Association 
Publications, 2004

Striking Photography
In our 2007 reader survey, “beautiful photography” was the 
phrase most often cited to describe Defenders. 

We’re pleased to showcase the best wildlife and 
nature photographers in the business. These world-class 
photographers have the rare ability to capture a single 
moment in time, captivating our readers with the delightful 
playfulness of the otter or the raw power of the grizzly bear.

Compelling Wildlife Stories
Written by some of the pre-eminent wildlife writers of our 
times, Defenders stories are always engaging.  

Whether it’s a feature about the melting world of the 
polar bear, the story of what’s being done to help keep 
colorful tropical frogs from disappearing or the tale of one 
man’s quest to bring the shoot-and-run killers of an Idaho 
grizzly bear and her cub to justice, Defenders stories are 
designed to inspire and motivate our readers. 

In addition, we reveal the can’t-miss refuges to visit and 
the important role these and other protected lands play in the 
conservation of our nation’s treasured wildlife.  

Scientific Accuracy
Of course, just being engaging isn’t enough. Defenders also 
makes sure that all of our articles are scientifically accurate, 
by scrupulously checking our facts and subjecting our articles 
to review by scientific experts before being published.
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In Brazil, the maned wolf—a cousin of the gray wolf—is running out of room

By HeIdI RIdgleyManed attraction

A maned wolf sets out to hunt  
at dusk in Brazil’s Serra  

de Canastra National Park.

editorial profile
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SHELL
SHOCKED

Desert tortoises struggle to survive a host of challenges in the Mojave DesertBy Krista schlyer
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Designed to Generate Reader Response 
Defenders’ editorial mission is to promote wildlife 
conservation by educating and inspiring our readers to take 
action. To that end, we inform readers about the actions 
Defenders of Wildlife is taking to protect wildlife—and what 
they themselves can do to get involved.

As influencers, our readers count on Defenders to tell them 
how they can make a difference, whether through writing 
letters, signing petitions or learning about ways to reduce their 
carbon footprints.

Highly Engaged Audience
Most people who receive Defenders read every single issue, 
spending an average of 30 to 60 minutes browsing its pages, 
and rate the magazine as very favorable—on par with National 
Geographic. Our readers most appreciate that Defenders is:

• �Visually appealing (78%), with beautiful photography (86%)
• �Educational (80%), helping them understand important 

wildlife conservation issues (74%)
• �Well-written (72%) and easy to read (80%)

Upscale Demographic
If you want to reach action-oriented, highly educated, 
affluent consumers, who care deeply about animals and 
nature, are outdoor enthusiasts and show a strong interest in 
green products, we’ve got your target demographic. 

What better time to sell them products and services that 
align with their interests than at the very moment they are 
engaged with those topics?

 

Thank you for continuing to inspire 
the minds of both young and 
old who hunger for ways to help 
save nature’s most wonderful and 
underappreciated creatures! I know 
you certainly helped inspire me 
to follow my dream to help save 
animals and the environment.”

—Tammy Owen, Defenders reader

Reader Credibility
An amazing 77 percent of Defenders readers agreed with the 
statement: “If Defenders magazine prints an advertisement, 
I would assume they have investigated and endorse the 
product or service.”

That means when you advertise in Defenders, your 
product or service gains credibility with our readers and 
benefits from the association with an organization our 
readers trust.

reasons to advertise in defenders
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They’re Back! 

the timing couldn’t be more perfect: On the 
same day a judge placed wolves in the north-
ern rockies back under federal protection 
(see Judge Halts wolf killing in rockies on 
page 24), two adult gray wolves and two pups 
were discovered by state wildlife officials in a 
remote and roadless part of eastern Oregon. it 
is the first confirmation of a wolf family there 
since the 1940s. 

if that isn’t reason enough to get wolf 
lovers howling, try this: for the first time since 
the 1930s, a documented wolf pack again 
roams in washington state. remote cameras 
captured photographs of six wolf pups and 
one male adult, possibly the sire, in the north 
cascades in July. the same week, dna lab 
results confirmed that two other adult canids 
collared a few days before in the park were 
also pure wolf.   

wolves in the cascades mountains of 
washington and Oregon are protected under 
the endangered species act, but wolves in 
the eastern third of the two states, including 
the new Oregon pack, are considered to be 
part of the northern rockies population by 
the U.s. fish and wildlife service. this means 
when the agency stripped these wolves of 
endangered species act protection this 
spring, wolves in this portion of Oregon and 
washington also lost protection—even though 
populations in these states were never 

reestablished. because of a judge’s ruling, 
these wolves are now protected again.

“this is the best news for wolf conservation 
in many years, says suzanne stone, defend-
ers’ northern rockies wolf representative. 
“washington and Oregon have excellent habitat 

for wolves, which were once abundant in both 
states. with good planning and management, 
residents will be able to successfully readjust 
to sharing their land with this important native 
species.”

to hear a recording of the pups howling, 
visit http://myyellowstonewolves.typepad.
com/myw/. to find out how to get involved in 
defenders’ wildlife volunteer corps, which helped 
conduct the washington wolf survey, visit www.
defenders.org/wildlifevolunteercorps. 

A BAchelor No More
“Lonesome George,” the last known, pure-bred 
Pinta tortoise, a type of giant tortoise in the 
Galapagos Islands, may finally save his 
subspecies from extinction. After 36 years 
of spurning the opposite sex, the 60- to 
90-year old has finally mated—with 
a closely related species of Galapagos 
tortoise. Park rangers found a nest with several eggs in July. But it 
will be November before the baby tortoises hatch—if all goes well. George is 
considered a conservation icon and one of the world’s rarest creatures. Fisher-
men, whalers and pirates relentlessly slaughtered the 550-pound creatures for 
food and oil until only about 100 years ago. 

for millennia, caribou have survived the long arctic winter by digging deep in 
the snow to find lichens. as spring approaches, they migrate to calving grounds 
where budding willow and herbs are emerging. but when they arrive now, the 
plants are already past their peak. 

“this factor is just one of the many 
related to climate change—such as 
thaw-freeze cycles, ice-crust formation 
and severe storms—that may make 
it difficult for caribou populations to 
persist at their former abundance,” 
says eric Post, an associate professor of 
biology at Penn state.

meanwhile, beneath the ocean 
waves, there’s another ecosystem out of 
whack: Jellyfish numbers are exploding. 
their proliferation is raising alarm among 
ocean scientists, who blame a combina-
tion of overfishing, pollution and global 
warming. 

Overfishing leaves more plankton 
available for jellyfish to eat. fishing via gill net and long line also takes out 
many of the creature’s main predators—tuna for example, along with those 
that get caught accidentally but in significant numbers, like sharks and 

sea turtles. when it comes to 
polluted waters, where oxygen 
and visibility are reduced, noth-
ing fares better than jellyfish—
passive filter feeders that can 
dine in the dark. 

add in a big dollop of warm-
ing ocean temperatures, which 
lengthens the creature’s reproduc-
tive cycle, and it may be that the 
ocean—along with the arctic—is 
reaching its boiling point.

Global Interference
add the arctic fox to the list of species around the world getting…well…
outfoxed by global warming. according to a new study by wildlife biologists at 
the University of alaska-fairbanks, early 
ice melt is making it harder for these 
cold-loving canids to find food. 

researchers in 2005 tracked 14 foxes 
collared in northern alaska during their first 
winter on their own. all perished, except for 
three, which spent the winter wandering the 
sea ice and feeding on seal carcasses left 
behind by polar bears. the others, which 
remained on the mainland, didn’t make it 
to spring and likely died of starvation. “Our 
work pointed to the fact that the sea ice can 
be important during some years,” says nate 
Pamperin, a graduate student at the Univer-
sity of alaska-fairbanks, “but more work 
needs to be done over longer 
time periods to completely 
understand the importance of 
the ice from year to year.”  

the researchers deter-
mined that if future generations 
of arctic foxes lose access 
to sea ice, fewer will survive 
winter, resulting in fewer pups 
born during some years.

a warming climate is 
wreaking the same havoc on caribou in greenland, where fewer calves are being 
born and more of them are dying, according to a joint study by Pennsylvania state 
University and the University of aarhus in denmark. the problem: Peak food avail-
ability no longer corresponds to the timing of caribou births—and it’s a predicted 
consequence of global warming. 

A Devil of a Time
Looney Tunes made the cartoon 
version of the Tasmanian devil a star, 
but these days the real-life species is 
not burning so bright.  

In 1996, a deadly and contagious 
face cancer, spread by biting, began 

running rampant through the population 
on the island of Tasmania, the species’ only 

home, south of Australia. The disease causes 
tumors that block the mouth, causing the 
animals to die from starvation—often within 

their first year of life. So many have died that 
the Australian government declared the species 
endangered last May, worried it may go extinct 
in just 25 years.

As the search for a vaccine continues, the 
stubby 20- to 30-pound creatures have taken 
matters into their own hands, according to 
researchers from the University of Tasmania. 
Previously breeding only after reaching two 
years of age, some of the devils have adjusted to 
their shorter lifespans by speeding up their own 
reproductive cycles. A 2004 study showed that 

only 13 percent of the devils in a national park 
reproduced before they turned one. Two years 
later the rate had risen to 83 percent. 

Researchers still remain wary about the 
animal’s long-term survival. But for now, it 
appears that—like its cartoon counterpart, 
which moves like a whirlwind through any 
situation—the world’s largest marsupial carni-
vore is refusing to take this disease lying down.

wildlife

James Brown didn’t get it totally right. Some-
times it can be a woman’s world, at least in 
certain situations and with certain primates. 
Researchers in the Netherlands have found 
that female monkeys are more dominant when 
they live in groups with a higher percentage 
of males. In some cases they can rank above 
weak males. Frequently they are dominant 
over 30 percent of the lowest-ranking males. 
They believe their findings extend to other 
primates—possibly even humans.  

It’s a matter of playing the odds, in a group 
with more males, males lose fights with other 
males more often,” says Charlotte Hemelrijk, 
a theoretical biologist at the University of 
Groningen. “Over these victims, females can 
become dominant most easily.” Further, the 
more males, the more interaction females will 
have with them. In a fight, if a female wins 
by chance with a male, she likely will gain 
self-confidence and try her hand again. With 
many successes under her belt, she’ll grow 
more confident and more dominant. 

But when it comes to men and women 
in the age-old battle of words and wills, 
would the same theory apply? “It would not 
surprise me,” says Hemelrijk.

Gender Bender
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Chimps…so cute, so funny…so full of character. Television 
advertisements and movies rely on them to entertain. But the 
public sees them on the screen so frequently that people don’t 
realize chimpanzees face extinction in the wild, according to a new 
study in the journal Science.

Primatologists at the Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago surveying 
visitors in 2005 found that many people believed that chimps were 
thriving in the wild. In reality, fewer than 200,000 exist, down 
from about a million a couple of decades ago, says Steve Ross, one 
of the study’s lead authors at the zoo.

Of the respondents, 95 percent knew gorillas were endan-
gered, 91 percent thought the same of orangutans, but only 66 
percent believed chimpanzees were in similar straits. When told 
that chimps were indeed at serious risk, 35 percent of those who 
provided a reason for their mistaken beliefs said they had thought 
chimps weren’t in jeopardy because they were commonly seen on 
television and in advertisements and the movies. 

“Given the reality that chimpanzees could go extinct in the wild 
in the next several decades, our study highlights the importance of 
portraying chimpanzees accurately in the media,” says Ross. 

t h e b u z z o n b a t s 
Make that the absence of buzz—because of bats. 
According to a new study by the Smithsonian 
Tropical Research Institute in Panama, bats 
are twice as effective as birds at controlling 
the insects that eat plants, reconfirming the 
significant ecological role played by these 
misunderstood and often maligned mammals.

Eight Arms to hold You 
spineless they may be, but that doesn’t stop the males of at least one octopus 
species from feeling macho when it comes to their mates. 

for decades scientists have thought these mysterious underwater creatures 
mated without complex rituals. But a new study in the waters off sulawesi found 
that Abdopus aculeatus (left) engages in what university of California-Berkeley 
researchers have described as passionate handholding, “flirting” and keeping 
other suitors at arms’ length. “They’ll even strangle a rival if he gets too close to 

the den of favored female,” says roy Caldwell, a coauthor of the study.
given that many species of octopus live in similar habitats and have 

comparable traits, the researchers believe such amorous behavior could extend 
to more of the nearly 300 octopus species in the world. 

it also may prove that the Beatles’ silly song lyrics weren’t so far-fetched 
after all: for certain individuals, an octopus’ garden could be a cozy place for 
romantic couples to hide away beneath the waves. 

Trouble in Paradise 
The polar bear has become the 
poster child for the effects of global 
warming, but new research out of the 
University of Washington shows that 
species living in the tropics are also 
on the hot seat. Many tropical insect 
species (left), as well as frogs, lizards 
and turtles, can only tolerate slight 
changes in temperature because the 
climate they are used to is constant 
throughout the year—and already 

pretty sizzling. This means even a one- or two-degree change in global 
temperatures could make the tropics too hot to handle for too many.

Carbon Consequences  
From the seas to the trees, 
scientists are finding that 
species with specialized 
eating habits are at risk 
from global warming. 
Admired by divers around 
the world, the widespread 
chevron butterflyfish (right) 
is now at risk of extinc-
tion as global warming 
continues to kill the coral 
it relies upon, according 
to researchers at James 

wildlife

To o H oT To Tr oT

Reality Doesn’t Always Show on TV 

Cook University in Australia and Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institute in Massachusetts. 
It eats nothing but one sort of coral that is 
being hit hard by rising ocean temperatures. 

And for Australia’s koalas (right), 
notoriously fussy eaters that dine solely on 
tough eucalyptus leaves, life is getting even 
rougher. Increased carbon dioxide levels in 
the atmosphere from global warming are 
crippling their food supply, reducing the 
available nutrient level of the already defi-
cient leaves, according to researchers from 
several Australian universities. Soon these 

tree-loving marsupials may not be able to 
get the protein they need to reproduce. 

Both species are already threatened 
by other problems: Koalas face drought, 
development and exotic species; and 
butterfly fish face exploitation by 
the aquarium trade as well as coral 
die-off from excessive fertilizer, 
sediment and pollution. 

Unless action is taken soon, 
global warming could just be the 
final punch that knocks them 
off the planet.
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If high gas prices 
and global warming 
aren’t reasons enough 
to give your car a rest, 
here’s another: Road 

kill may be a major 
cause of the catastrophic 

decline of amphibian species. 
Purdue University researchers recently took on the decidedly 

unglamorous task of counting and identifying road kill on four 
stretches of road totaling 11 miles in an Indiana suburb. During 
the 17-month study, 10,500 dead animals were identified—and 
95 percent of those were frogs and other amphibians. 

“We estimate there were many more dead animals,” says 
Andrew DeWoody, coauthor of the study. “We couldn’t identify 
many specimens because they were squashed beyond recogni-
tion, picked at by predators or degraded by the elements.”

Especially troubling were the 74 dead northern leopard 

At the Crossroads 
frogs, a state species of special concern, and the 142 crushed 
eastern tiger salamanders (left)—many of them mature females 
bearing 500 to 1,000 eggs on their way to their breeding 
grounds. “Numbers like these could make a big difference in 
future populations,” he says. 

Mammals, the usual focus of road-kill studies, barely 
registered in comparison, with four deer, 43 raccoons and 79 
opossums collected. 

What’s the solution? For starters, says coauthor Dave Glista, 
we could try to avoid building roads through wetlands. Under-
passes that allow wildlife to cross roads safely would be a great 
help—although costly. Defenders of Wildlife’s Habitats and 
Highways campaign is working with state and local authorities 
across the country to incorporate wildlife-saving possibilities 
into transportation planning. To find out more and for tips 
on what you can do to avoid wildlife collisions, check out  
www.defenders.org/wow.

And then don’t forget—there’s always the bus. 
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Showcase your product or service in Defenders magazine! This is an amazing opportunity to connect with a targeted and hugely 
attentive readership that is not being reached through other publications. 
A sample list of some of our ideal advertising partners:

• Outdoor enjoyment supplies (birding equipment, gardening tools, camping gear, sporting equipment)
• Pet products
• Books (general books and books specifically about environmental issues)
• Travel and tourism services, especially eco-tourism 
• Health and wellness products (dietary supplements, medicines, medical devices, exercise machines)
• Financial products and services, particularly from socially responsible investment firms
• Green products (solar panels, composters, energy-saving devices, home furnishings made from sustainable materials)
• Natural and organic foods
• Your product or service!

For more information on advertising in Defenders magazine, contact: 

Robert Silverstein
Advertising Director
240.498.9674
E-mail:  r_silverstein@msn.com  or  rsilverstein@adsalesexperts.net
www.defenders.org/advertising 

advertising in Defenders




